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Amendments to the Clainis : 

This Usting of claims replaces all prior versions and Ustings of claims in the qpplieattoEt: 

Listing of Claims : 

1-14. (Canceled) 

15. (Cxirrently amended) A computer-implemented method for enabling eleotrcHiic 
communications by a user having multiple accounts [[with]] hosted bv a single coininimicalioM 
seFviee; service provider that represents each of the multiple accoimts of the user hosted bv the 
communications service provider with a corresponding screen name, the method comprising: 

displaying a single graphical user interface configured to accommodate multiple hsts Of 
id e ntiti e s other screen names, each of the other screen names representmg another ac^oant tfairt is 
hosted bv the single communications service provider and corresponding to anothCT us^ with 
whom the user communicates electronically, wherein: 

each individual list of other screen names corresponds to a particular one of ths 
accounts different account of the user^ user hosted bv the single communi cations service 
provider, is separated fi-om the other hsts of idontitioo, screen names, contiguously lists a 
set of idontitioo screen names representing other accounts that are hosted bv the sinMe 
communications service provider and corresponding to other users with whom the user 
communicates using the account to which the hst corresponds, and is configurable to be 
arranged into one or more sub-lists of identiti e s, screen names, each sub-list including 
one or more of the id e ntiti e s screen names from the set of id e ntiti e s; screen names, and 

an individual screen name representing an individual account h osted bv the smgle 
communications service provider and corresponding to an ind ividual user with whom the 
user communicates is Usted in at least two of the multiple hsts of other screen n^^: 
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using the graphical user interface to enable selection, by the user from among the 
multiple accounts of the «s«7 user hosted by the single communications service provider, of a 
particular source account from which to initiate an electronic communication; 

using the graphical user interface to enable selection, from a list of identiti e s screai 
names corresponding to the particular source account selected by the user^ user and included in 
the graphical user interface, of a particular id e ntity screen name to whom to send the electxomc 
communication; [[and]] 

sending the elecfronic communication to the particular id e ntity; screen name: and 

identifying the elecfronic conmiunication sent to the particular identity screai nittnje m 
having been sent from the particular source account selected by the user. 

16. (Previously presented) The method as in claim 15 wherein the multiple accounts of 
the user are linked using linking logic based on a remote server. 

17. (Previously presented) The method as in claim 16 ftirther comprising o&ermg tibe 
user a list of potential accoimts to which a link from the multiple accounts may be created, 

wherein the list of potential accounts is created based on relationships between the potential 
accounts and the multiple accovints known to exist within the remote server. 

18. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 15 ftirther comprising receiving a 
response to the elecfronic conmiunication from the particular id e ntity screai name and $Mxmied 
to the particular source account. 

19. (Previously presented) The method as in claim 15 ftirther comprising: 
logging on to the single communications service using a first account of the user that 

differs from the particular source account; and 
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in response to logging on to the single communications service using the first aiCXOVBift of 
the user, automatically being logged on to the single communications service for the partieular 
source account. 

20. (Previously presented) The method as in claim 15 further comprising displaying 
indications of the several accounts of the user in the single graphical user interface. 

21 . (Currently amended) The method as in claim 20 further comprising displayiog fee 
lists of other id e ntities screen names associated with each of the multiple accounts of the m&c in 
the single graphical user interface. 

22. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 15 further comprising, responsive to m 
addition of a new id e ntity screen name to the hst for one of the multiple accounts of the woi, 
adding the new id e ntity screen name to the lists for the other of the multiple accounts of liie viSBc. 

23. (Currently amended) A graphical user interface for facilitating commimicatl^ms by a 
user having multiple accounts [[with]] hosted by a single instant messaging servic e , service 
provider that represents each of the multiple accounts of the user hosted by the instant messaging 
service provider with a corresponding screen name, the graphical user interface comprising one 
or more window interfaces that are structured and arranged to enable: 

a display portion configured to make perceivable two or more instant messaging matsct 
lists, wherein each instant messaging contacts hst is associated with one of the multiple aeeoiarts 
of the user, is separated fi-om the other instant messaging contacts Usts, and includes a 
contiguous listing of constituent instant mossaging identiti e s; other screen names, each of the 
other screen names representing another account that is hosted by the single instant messapmg 
service provider: and 
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one or more visual indicators that are configured to display the current logon steito of flte 
instant m e ssaging identiti e s other screen names included in the instant messaging contact liste 
associated with the multiple accounts of the user; and 

wherein at least one instant m e ssaging id e ntity a first screen name fi-om on e of the a first 
instant messaging contacts lists list associated with a first account of the multipl e accounts of Uie 
user hosted by the single instant messaging service provider and represented bv a first sCTom 
name is selectable as an intended recipient of an instant message firom the user, and 

wherein at least on e instant m e ssaging id e ntity a second screen name fiiom one ef fee a 
second instant messaging contacts lists Ust associated with a second account of tho multi|»le 
accounts of the user hosted bv the single instant messaging service provider and represented by a 
second screen name also is selectable as an intended recipient of an instant message fi-om the 
usefr user, and 

wherein a third screen name representing an individual account hosted bv the sing le 
communications service provider and corresponding to an individual user with whom tibe m&[ 
commtmicates is listed in both the first instant messaging contacts list and the second instart: 

messaging contacts list. 

24. (Canceled) 

25. (Previously presented) The graphical user interface of claim 23 wherein the witwiow 
interfaces are structured and arranged to enable sign on of additional of the multiple account of 
the user in response to a sign on of one of the multiple accounts of the user. 

26. (Previously presented) The graphical user interface of claim 23 wherein the window 
interfaces are structured and arranged to enable sign on of additional of the multiple accounts of 
the user in response to a sign on of any one of the multiple accounts of the user. 
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27. (Previously presented) The graphical user interface of claim 23 wherein fee wiai^ 
interfaces are structured and arranged to enable the user to designate preferences for eadh of the 
multiple accounts of the user. 

28. (Previously presented) The graphical user interface of claim 23 wherein the window 
interfaces are structvured and arranged to enable the user to designate preferences for one of tbe 
multiple accoimts of the user, wherein the preferences are appUed globally to the other acooonls 
of the user. 

29. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 15 wherein displaying a single 
graphical user interface configured to accommodate multiple lists of id e ntiti es screen nam^ with 
whom the user communicates electronically comprises displaying a single graphical user 
interface that is configured to: 

enable the user to select a particular hst corresponding to a particular one of ttie muli^le 
accounts of the user; and 

in response to a selection by the user of the particular hst corresponding to the parti^^aXaT 
account, display the particular list that corresponds to the particular account selected by the vtm. 

30. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 1 5 wherein displaying a single 
graphical user interface configured to accommodate multiple lists of id e ntities screeanaaaes 
corresponding to users with whom the user communicates electronically comprises comva^SS)^ 
displaying Usts corresponding to each of at least two accounts of the user. 

31. (Currently amended) A computer-implemented method for linking multiple accounts 
of a user [[for]] hosted by a single communications s e rvic e , service provider that represmts each 
of the accounts of the user with a unique screen name, the method comprising: 

maintaining, for a user of a singl e communications s e rvice having who has multiple 
accounts for us e in communicating ol e ctironically with other uaoro within that are hogtei bv ttie 
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single communications s e rvic e , service provider for use in communicating electronicaUv mtii 
other users, a first contacts list corresponding to a first account of the user, the first contacts list 
including identities associated with other us e rs and screen names that each represent another 
account hosted by the single communications service provider and correspond to anotha: user. 
and the first contacts list enabling the user to commimicate electronically with the other users 
associat e d with corresponding to the id e ntiti e s screen names included within the first contets 
Ust; 

maintaining, for the user, a second contacts list corresponding to a second account of ^ 
user, the second contacts list being separate fi-om the first contacts list? list and including 
additional id e ntiti e s associat e d with screen names that each represent an additional ^opiMt 
hosted by the single communications service provider and correspond to an additional users, and 
user, and the second contacts list enabling the user to communicate electronically with the 
additional users associat e d with corresponding to the additional id e ntiti e s screen mmes iEiehuled 
within the second contacts listj hst. wherein a particular screen name representing a partieukr 
accoimt hosted by the single communications service provider and corresponding a partacabir 
user is listed in both the first contacts Ust corresponding to the first account of the user andtibe 
second contacts list corresponding to the second account of the user: 

authenticating the first account of the user; 

authenticating the second account of the user; and 

creating an association between the first account of the user and the second account of the 
user, wherein the association between the first account of the user and the second accoMrt ^ the 
user triggers display of a single graphical user interface for both the first account of the aad 
the second account of the user in response to authentication of both the first account of the rmix 
and the second account of the user, the single graphical user interface being configured to display 
the first contacts hst corresponding to the first account of the user separately from the second 
contacts list corresponding to the second account of the user such that: 

the first contacts hst includes a contiguous Ustmg of the screen names 

representing the other accounts hosted bv the single communications service provite aad 
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corresponding to the other users and the second contacts Ust includes a contipiGHis tii^a^ 
of the screen names representing the additional accounts hosted by the single 
communications service provider and corresponding to the additional users, and 

the single graphical user interface enables the user to interact with the first 
contacts list to communicate with the other users using the first account of the user and to 
interact with the second contacts list to communicate with the additional users usis^^e 
second accoimt of the user. 

32. (Previously presented) The method as in claim 31 wherein: 

authenticating the first account includes using a first password to authenticate flie first 

account; and 

authenticating the second account includes using a second password to authenticate the 
second account. 

33. (Previously Presented) The method as in claim 32 wherein the first password aad tise 
second password are the same. 

34. (Previously Presented) The method as in claim 32 wherein the first password and the 
second password are different. 

35. (Previously presented) The method as in claim 31 wherein: 
authenticating the first account includes using a SecurelD to authenticate the first 

account; Mid 

authenticating the second account includes using a SecurelD to authenticate the second 
account. 
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36. (Previously presented) The method as in claim 3 1 wherein creating the a^odi^on 
between the first account and the second account includes using a one-way link configUfidaon to 
create the association between the first account and the second account. 

37. (Previously presented) The method as in claim 31 wherein creating the association 
between the first account and the second account includes using a bi-directional-Unk 
configuration to create the association between the first account and the second account 

38. (Previously presented) The method as in claim 3 1 wherein creating the a^^tdditioii 
between the first account and the second account includes using a star-link configuration to 
create the association between the first account and the second account. 

39. (Previously presented) The method as in claim 3 1 wherein creating the assoeiadi^ 
between the first account and the second account includes using a mesh-link configur^on to 
create the association between the first account and the second account. 

40. (Canceled) 

41. (Previously presented) The method as in claim 3 1 fiirther comprising setting 
preferences for the first account, wherein setting the preferences for the first account also sete toe 
preferences for the second account. 

42. (Previously presented) The method as in claim 3 1 fiirther comprising: 

setting first preferences for the first account; and 
setting second preferences for the second account. 



43. (Canceled) 
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44. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 31 wherein the single commuxdi^cmBgi 
service enables linking multiple accounts within hosted by the single communications s^^ee so 
as to enable presence of one account to be reflected based on a login of another account of the 

multiple accounts. 

45. (Currently amended) A computer-implemented method for enabling instant 
messaging by a user who has at least two different instant messaging accounts, accounte totted 
by a single instant messaging service provider that represents the two different instant mgSiiiptof; 
accounts with corresponding screen names, the method comprising: 

displaying, to a user who has both a first instant messaging account and a sea)nd instant 
messaging account, account that are hosted by a single instant messaging service provider, a 
single instant messaging graphical user interface that includes: 

a first instant messaging contacts Ust that corresponds to the first instant 
messaging account of the user and that includes a first contiguous listing of install 
messaging contacts screen names that the user has selected for inclusion in the first 
instant messaging contacts Ust, each of the screen names included in flie first c<Hrti^Baw 
listing representing an instant messaging account also hosted by the single instant 
messaging service provider, and 

a second instant messaging contacts list that is separated fi-om the first instant 
messaging participant Ust, that corresponds to the second instant messaging accotmt of 
the user, md that includes a second contiguous hsting of instant messaging ocaitoefe 
screen names that the user has selected for inclusion in the second instant mc^agiflg 
contacts iistt list, each of the screen names included in the second contiguous liitittp 
representing an instant messaging account also hosted by the single instant m^saring 
service provider, wherein a particular instant messaging screen name representing a 
particular instant messaging account hosted by the single instant messaging service 
provider is hsted in both the first instant messaging contacts Ust and th e second ii^toat 
messaging contacts list; 
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receiving an indication of a selection by the user from within the instant messaging 
graphical user interface of a fir s t the particular instant messaging contact screen name fism the 
first instant messaging contacts list; 

in response to receiving the indication of the selection of the first particular instant 
messaging contact screen name from the first instant messaging contacts list, enabling the us&c to 
compose a first instant message to the first particular instant messaging oontaot; scr^n imm: 

based on the selection of the first particular instant messaging oontaot screenname fltMn 
the first instant messaging contacts Ust that corresponds to the first instant messaging acocmot ©f 
the user, sending the first instant message composed by the user to the first particular iiistot 
messaging contact screen name in a manner that identifies the first instant message as having 
been sent from the first instant messaging account; 

receiving an indication of a selection by the user from within the instant messaging 
graphical user interface of a s e cond the particular instant messaging contact screen naiae ftoan 
the second instant messaging contacts hst; 

in response to receiving the indication of the selection of the s e cond particular insfeert 
messaging contact screen name from the second instant messaging contacts hst, enabling Ibe usa* 
to compose a second instant message to the second particular instant messaging oontitot; s&mm 
name; and 

based on the selection of the s e cond particular instant messaging e^rtaet scrmi tmm 
from the second instant messaging contacts Ust that corresponds to the second instant mi^Si^ji^ 
account of the user, sending the second instant message composed by the user to the msmii 
particular instant messaging contact screen name in a manner that identifies the second ias^t 
message as having been sent from the second instant messaging account. 

46. (Currently amended) The method of claim 45 fiirther comprising collapsing &e first 
instant messaging contacts hst within the instant messaging graphical user interface such that the 
contiguous Usting of the instant messaging contacts screen names that the user selected for 
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inclusion in the first instant messaging contacts list is not visible within the instant messaging 
graphical user interface after collapsing the first instant messaging contacts list. 

47. (Canceled) 

48. (Currently amended) The method of claim 45 wherein displaying the single instant 
messaging graphical user interface that includes both the first instant messaging contacts list and 
the second instant messaging contacts list includes concurrently displaying both the contigumis 
Usting of the instant messaging contacts screen names that the user selected for inclusion in tbe 
first instant messaging contacts Ust and tiie contiguous Usting of the instant messaging oortwta 
screen names that the user selected for inclusion in the second instant messaging contacls list 
within the single instant messaging graphical user interface on a single display screen. 

49. (Canceled) 

50. (Currently amended) The method of claim 15 wherein: 
the communications service is an instant messaging service; 

the multiple accoimts of the user are instant messaging accounts with the instant 
messaging service; 

displaying a single graphical user interface configured to accommodate multiple lists of 
id e ntiti e s screen names corresponding to users with whom the user communicates eleottoHicmUy 
includes displaying a single graphical user interface configured to accommodate multi|^le li^ of 
id e ntities screen names con'esponding to users with whom the user communicates via imtet 

messaging; 

using the graphical user interface to enable selection, by the user fi-om among the 
multiple accounts of the user, of a particular source account fi-om which to initiate an electronic 
conmiunication includes using the graphical user interface to enable selection, by the us«r firom 
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among the several instant messaging accounts of the user, of a particular source instant 
messaging account from which to initiate an instant message; 

using the graphical user interface to enable selection, from a list of identities soman 
names corresponding to the particular source account selected by the user, of a partictilar identily 
screen name to whom to send the electronic commimication includes using the graphical user 
interface to enable selection, from a list of identiti e s screen names corresponding to the pmUcuktr 
source instant messaging account selected by the user, of a particular id e ntity screen oane to 
whom to send the instant message; and 

sending the electronic communication to the particular identity screen name sudi that the 
electronic communication is identified to the particular id e ntity screen name as being sent ftxMn 
the particular source account selected by the user includes sending the instant message to tiie 
particular identity screen name such that the instant message is identified to the particular 
identity screen name as being sent from the particular source instant messaging account seleetod 
by the user. 

5 1 . (Currently amended) The method of claim 3 1 wherein: 

the communications service is an instant messaging service; 

the first account of the user is a first instant messaging account of the user wife hosted by 
the instant messaging service; 

the second accoxmt of the user is a second instant messaging account of the usrar 
hosted by the instant messaging service; 

maintaining, for the user a first contacts list corresponding to the first account of ^ user, 
includes maintaining, for the user, a first instant messaging contacts list corresponding to fast 
instant messaging account of the user, the first instant messaging contacts hst including one or 
more instant messaging identiti e s associat e d with on e or more screen names corresponding to 
other users and enabling the user to communicate via instant messaging with the other ushb 
associat e d with th e instant m e ssaging id e ntiti e s included within th e first instant m e ssc^^^ 
contacts hst: users; 
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maintaining, for the user, a second contacts list corresponding to the second accduift of 
the user, includes maintaining, for the user, a second instant messaging contacts Ust 
corresponding to the second instant messaging account of the user, the second instant mmaging 
contacts list being separate from the first instant messaging contacts list, including one or more 
additional instant messaging id e ntities screen names associated with one or more additional 
users, and enabling the user to communicate via instant messaging with the additional mem 
associat e d with the additional instant m e ssaging id e ntiti e s includ e d within th e s e cond instant 
m e ssaging contacts Ust: users; 

authenticating the first account of the user includes authenticating the first inst^t 
messaging account of the user; 

authenticating the second accoimt of the user includes authenticating the firet instant 
messaging account of the user; 

creating an association between the first account of the user and the second aecouat of the 
user includes creating an association between the first instant messaging account of the user and 
the second instant messaging account of the user; and 

the association between the first instant messaging account of the user and the seeond 
instant messaging account of the user triggers display of a single graphical user interface for both 
the first instant messaging account of the user and the second instant messaging account of the 
user in response to authentication of both the first instant messaging account of the user and the 
second instant messaging account of the user, the single graphical user interface being 
configured to display the first instant messagmg contacts Ust corresponding to the first iaitet 
messaging account of the user separately fi-om the second instant messaging contacts \M 
corresponding to the second instant messaging accoimt of tiie user such that: 

the first instant messaging contacts list includes a contiguous Usting of the screen 

names corresponding to the other users and the second contacts Ust includes a contiguous 

Usting of the screen names corresponding to the additional users, and 

the single graphical user interface enables the user to interact with the Gist in^it 

messaging contacts Ust to communicate with the other users via instant messaguag tjsing 
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the first instant messaging account of the user and to interact with the second instimt 
messaging contacts hst to communicate with the additional users via instant m^^^^iflg 
using the second instant messaging account of the user. 

52. (Currently amended) A computer-implemented method comprising: 
displaying a single graphical user interface that includes: 

a first group label that corresponds to a first electronic messaging account of a 
usaF? user hosted by a particular electronic messaging service provider. 

a second group label that corresponds to a second electronic messaging aecwmt eif 
the use?; user also hosted by the particular electronic messaging service providef. 

a first contiguous listing of multiple messaging contacts screen names, each of the 
screen names included in the first contiguous listing representing another electromc 
messaging account also hosted bv the particular electronic messaging service providea' 
and corresponding to another user with whom the user communicates udng the fibpst 
electronic messaging account of the user, the first contiguous hsting being orietrted t 
position corresponding to the first group label and configured to reflect on-Kne pcesmce 
information for at least some of the messagin g contacts screen names correspondittg to 
users with whom the user communicates using the first electronic messaging account of 
the user, 

a second contiguous Usting of multiple messaging contacts screen nam<^. eaeh of 
the screen names included in the second contiguous hsting representing anotha' 
electronic messaging account also hosted bv the particular electromc messatdng aervice 
provider and corresponding to another user with whom the user communicates vmag flie 
second electronic messaging account of the user, the second contiguous listmg being 
separated fi:ora the first contiguous listing of messaging contacts with whom the user 
communicates using the first electronic messaging accoimt of the user, oriented in a 
position correspondmg to the second group label, and configured to reflect on-line 
presence information for at least some of the messaging contacts screen nam^ 
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corresponding to users with whom the user communicates using the second electroxiic 
messaging account of the user, wherein: 

a particular messaging screen name representing a particular eloBtioaic 
messaging account hosted by the particular electronic messaging service provide 
and corresponding to a particular user is listed in both the first contiguous lirting 
of multiple messaging screen names and the second contiguous Usting ofmalt^e 
messaging screen names, 

the first group label is selectable to inspire visual display or obfuscfetion Of 
the first contiguous Usting of messaging contacts screen names vdth whom ttae 
user conmiunicates using the first electronic messaging account of the usct, and 

the second group label is selectable to inspire visual display or obfuscatiom 
of the second contiguous Usting of messaging contacts screen names witii whom 
the user conmiunicates using the second electronic messaging account of 1^ user; 
receiving an indication of a selection by the user of a first m e ssaging contact ^ 
particular messaging screen name firom the first contiguous Usting of messaging eontiacite ms^em 
names corresponding to users with whom the user communicates using the first electronic 
messaging account of the user; 

in response to receiving the indication of the selection by the user of the fk=st particular 
messaging contact, screen name, enabling the user to compose and send to the &st particular 
messaging contact screen name an electronic message that is identified as originating from tfae 
first electronic messaging account of the user; 

receiving an indication of a selection by the user of a s e cond the particular me^a^i!^ 
contact fi-om the second contiguous Usting of messaging contacts screen nam es coxrespm^OS tQ 
users with whom the user conmiunicates using the second electronic messaging account of the 
user; and 

in response to receiving the indication of the selection by the user of the second partieular 
messaging contact, enabling the user to compose and send to the s e cond particular messp^ag 
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contact an electronic message that is identified as originating fi:om the second electronic 
messaging account of the user. 

53. (Currently amended) The method of claim 52 wherein displaying a single graphical 
user interface that includes a first contiguous listing of messaging contacts screen nanies 
corresponding to users with whom the user communicates using the first electronic m^sagtug 
account of the user and a second contiguous Usting of multiple messaging contact s setommamm 
corresponding to users with whom the user communicates using the second electronic m^^saginyg 
account of the user includes displaying a single graphical user interface that includes: 

a first contiguous listing of messaging contacts screen names that is arranged into 
multiple contiguous sub-listings of messaging contacts screen names corresponding to users with 
whom the user communicates using the first electronic messaging account of the user, eat^ of 
which is associated with a different identifiable label; and 

a second contiguous hsting of messaging contacts screen names that is arranged into 
multiple contiguous sub-listings of messaging contacts screen names corresponding to uaas with 
whom the user communicates using the second electronic messaging account of the usrar, of 
which is associated with a diflFerent identifiable label. 



